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Copy to B>3*b. 



PFJ^Sq/B, L. V'flWD* 

Toi G.T.D. Patterson, Ssq., 

British Embassy, .Washington. 

From: Director-General. 




It is believed that B0B3SCK was joined in Warsaw 
by peter BLACKMAN, the Barbados negro mentioned in 
paragraph 2 of the attached note, and that ROBESON 
end BLACKMAN travelled together to Moscow via Prague. 

The most recent press reports say that ROBESON 
has taken part in the Pushkin centenary celebrations 
and considerable use of his name has been loade in radio 
broadcasts from Moscow. Additional copies of the 
report on ROBSON are enclosed should you wish to pass 
one on to the F.B.L, IT. cimperman has already 
received one here. 


With reference to your letter #.1076 dated 18th 
February 1949, sod to our letter of the 2nd April 
concerning Paul ROBESON, we are enclosing some details— 
of his moTwmnts in this country between his arrival 
in February and his departure at the end of May 1949. 


21.6.49. 

^ Enclosures. 


ly *J Jft»- 
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Copy to B. 3« b, 


FILS 





Dear L3r. ciLm^wnaon, 

£ith refeiwc« to your letter co. 2£>79 of the 4th .April 
1949 concerning J aaol activities in this country, i iq q_ 

we are sending yb3T'ft!fM Tflftsile of hie povenents between * 

his arrival in February and hie departure for i'rogue in l»y 
1949* It is believed that was pet by i eter 

Bh«GK4ifil» mentioned in partem h 2 of the attached note, in 
Worse* and that they travelled together to ; ossoov’ via 
rague. 

'scent pres* reports, which you have no doubt seen, 
indicate that 1 8A;tlI was seen at the Pushkin anniversary 
celebrations In liftsoow and had been enthusiastically 

reaeivsd there. 


Your® sincerely'. 


J. A. CiJspertQ& \f , 

Ajusrloan PiEib&ssy, 

1 Croevenor ;>cju re, 
i<oudon t ■ i-m is 

1 iiicloBur®, 
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Pawl ROBESON 



The following is a summary of information taken from the press and 
other sources about ROBESON’s activities between his arrival in the 
United Kingdom on 17 th February 1949 and his departure on 24th May for 
the Czech Communist Party Conference. ' 

1. ROBESON appears to have come over here to fulfil a normal comnercial 
contract arranged by the well-known musical concert agent Harold FIELDING, 
In addition, however, he performed many other speaking and singing 
functions for the Communist Party and organisations sympathetic to it and 
is known to have placed himself at the disposal a? the Party while here. 

2. ROBESON was often in the company of loading Oonmunists. Desmond 
BUCKLE, a trusted 'Vest Indian negro member of the British Conmunist party, 
wa3 ^ in charge of his political arrangements and acted as his agent. 

ROBESON travelled as a rule with his accompanist, Lawrence BROWN, against 
vrtioia nothing detrimental is known; Peter BLACKMAN, a Barbados negro 
Communist, spoke on more than one occasion on the same platform. 

It is said that ROBESON asked that a percentage of the collections 
made at political meetings at which he appeared should be allotted to on 
"Afrxoan fund". ROBESON made much of his representation of "oppressed 
peoples" with special mention of the condition of negroes in the United 
States, and it was remarked that many Indians :nd negroes attended his 
meetings especially in London and Liverpool. British Communist Party 
Headquarters were well pleased with ROBESON's activities, particularly 
with regard to negroes and colonial students in this country. 

4* political pronouncements were fervent but vague. While not 

admitting in a 3 many words to membership of the Communist Party, ROBESON 
made it plain that he sympathised entirely with its aims. 

was noticed that ROBESON preferred songs of a revolutionary 
flavour, including some in Russian. There was a tendency to alter the 
words, especially in the inevitable "Ole Mon Ribber", into a form more 
acceptable to militant "progressives", 

k ROBESON was in general well received in this oountry, though clearly 

those of his audience who were not already of extreme views came more for 
entertainment than for political instruction. 

’• An idea of returning to the United States for a time before going to 

Eastern Europe would 3 eem to have been abandoned. ROBESON is said to 
have expressed the fear that he would not bo allowed by United States 
officials to leave again. There wa 3 some talk of his visiting Israel, 
Greece and even China later this year. 

L Movements known:- V, 

.. . ." ■ — _ 

17th February 1949. Arrived at Southampton. 

4arch. Sang at the Davis Theatre, Croydon, and subsequently received 
delegations of African students and representatives of the Croydon Inter¬ 
national Language Club, the British-Soviet Society and the Peace Campaign 
Committee. 

9th March. Spoke and sang in Glasgow as guest of the Scottish-U. S. S. fi. 
Society. ROBESON announced, according to the "Daily ', 7 orker", that he 
would interrupt his world tour to return to New York to speak for the 
defence at the trial of 12 loading Communists. 
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12th March. Attended a film show and reception at the Russian Embassy 
in company with two other unidentified Americans. 

17th hArch. Reported to be in Sheffield. 

25th inarch. Spoke at Friends' House, Karylebone, London, at a meeting 
called " to protest against racial discrimination". Y/ith ROBESON on 
the platform were the well-known Communists Yusuf Hohamed DADOO, a South 
African Indian, and the Rev, Michael SCOTT. 

26th March. Said to have been in Wales. 

31st March. Spoke and sang at a Conmunist political meeting at the Mile 
End Baths, Stepney, London, and afterwards attended a reception. 

1st April. Reported to have spoken to a group of about 50 selected 
London Conmunists on the colour question, ROBESON is said to have claimed 
that Henry W ALLA CE, in his most recent talk with him, declared that 
Marxism would be the only solution to the problems of the world. 

8tl jpri l. Sang at the Polish Embassy. The audience is reported to 
Have included representatives of the Russian and other satellite embassies 
together with British Communist sympathisers. ROBES® was reported in 
the "Diplomatic Bulletin" as having stated that he would be returning to 
the United States after a short concert tour in Scandinavia. Later in 
this year he would go to Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Rumania, 

Poland and the Soviet Union. He hoped to be in Moscow for the Pushkin 
anniversary celebrations in June. He would return to the United Kingdom 
to play "Othello". 

10th April . Attended a dinner in Manchester organised in his honour by 
the New International Society. 

17th April. Gave the first of two commercial concerts at the Karringay 
Arena, London. 

18th April. At the second concert the "Daily Worker" reported that 
ROBESON sang a special negro song in inomory of three dead British Com¬ 
munists. 

20th April. Reported to have spoken and sung at the opening session 
of the Paris peace Congress. 

21st April . Reported to have been unfavourably received in Stockholm. 

23rd April. Left Sweden for Denmark. 

27th April. ’Then in Copenhagen said to have complained of hostile 
reception in Denmark and to have cancelled two concerts. 

28th April . Left for Oslo. 

5th May. Arrived at Northolt and travelled to Newcastle as guest of 
X. ZILLIACUS, M.P. 

6th May. Spoke and sang at Gateshead (ZILLIACUS's constituency) giving 
three concerts organised by GC. ESTHER, Chairman of the Gateshead Labour 
Party. 

7th Kay. Spoke and sang at a Liverpool "Peace Rally" organised by the 
New International Society, held in St. George's Hall. 
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ilth Liay. Spoke and sang at a meeting in the Belle Vue Gardens, \ 
Manchester, organised by the Manchester and Cheshire Federation of 
Trade Councils and the New International Society. 

15th May. Spoke and sang at a meeting in the City Hall, Sheffield, 
organised by the people's Press printing Society (which publishes the 
"Daily Wortor"). 

17th May. Spoke and sang at five "report back" meetings in London 
on the Paris peace Congress organised by the Conmunist-dominated British 
Cultural Committee for pea.ce. 

Mn y . Spoke and sang at the Electrical Trade Union Conference at 
Worthing. This was described as ROBESON’S "first appearance at a Trade 
Union conference". 

Left Northolt Airport for Prague where he \tt.s reported to be 
attending the Czech Conmuni st Conference. 


14th June 1949 . 


err ■ 

V/ ^ ^ , 
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m. No.,.. 

m File .. 7°1 4. .^ 


ROB^QN Pa ul .>'■*;■ 

MwnAMMMann.... 


202aa1 

.Raeaipt Date:...... 

.rigi Bal from :.of ... Dnder Ref ; .-. Dmtad . 9*6.49. 

World Broadcasts. ."Tj. 

Extraotod on.by..S«cWon^..&4.*.. " 


Cross Reference to Report fro a, ’Sum ary of World Broadcasts’ 

re: The Polish Trade Union Congress - 1.6.49. - 5.6.49. 

mention: ng RGiifiStff, SAI1J44HT & , held at Warsaw Polytechnic* 


. Among the many foreign delegates who addressed 

the Congress, the most notable were SAII1AKE ...... 


R0RS3CN, .... 
the last day. 


and Gerhard RldLSR, who arrived on 


i 



. Names of foreign delegates attending were given 

in various transmis sion s, and included the following .... 
Louis SalLLANT, as WFTtJ Chairman, Paul RoBiSSCN, and 
Gehard BISLSR. 
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.tout Paul BQHK3QN, it is inevitable that he w&l Only have a short 
tim Be give, and we oust co-operate to make the beet use of his* But 
it would be possible for the whole thing, to be muddled by people acting 
latepen&utly, in the dark as to each ethers actions, or it would be 
poeedble for the BBS to be Just absorbed in the Peace Group on this oow» 
aeion* I shall discuss it with Bill Y&imcrlgkt when 1 have the opport¬ 
unity* and l think that if,and when, it seem eertaio that B0BB3CK i* 
orwrtn g again, all those who have sent requests should get together and 
agrM a procedure. If he could spare twcT"dr three days, one solution 
wight be that he could have me tings, at whio£ he would Just speak, for ; 
■“•sate, the International Brigade, 3fee BSS, the Peace Group, and then a 
gpsraA concert, for all oonbined. If I had a chance 1 would want to ask 
hilt to speak on what the Soviet Union has done for' subject Races ul Mf 
«m attitude to the Soviet Union, as I think this would be of vex? great 
value, but wight not suit the Psace Groups. Anyway wa Bust sorb this out 
ourselves, we cant expect ROBESON td do it. 
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tract for File No. ..44*.99Q.....Name:.. 

lg iual to File No. :....S*Jk.41.V.G.?.eChOfllOVakla. 8erial ...455.? . Receipt Date :.Ut 6*49.».. 

Original from :. ...Int.l9.tt.er . ...Under Ref : . ....Dated,.a..6 ..U9- ■ 

Extracted on :...27*fi*49. b >'.. SocUoU . R » &*■ 


K..oract from "Prague News Latter'S of 9. 
156 Uottlnft Hill Gate.London, containing 


6.U9. sent to Dr.Soebandrio, 
speech broadcast by Paul 


ROBRSON.Communist. from Pargue . 


KECH BROADC tST BY PAUL ROBESON 

t In • (Ml pkonare to to npeakin* to yaa Im Pm- 
I.kkl (Ml rtmr. alre to nay toU« to m* fnnrek 
CM Britain nrel to nr friend. In America. I tor. 
t 4ft to Bntiak Into, (win* »» and town tto country. 
... remember. M toi i> concert* to* nuurin* lor 
X* with (wot repreeeatatire* ol tto FJWlkh protor 
r tto Dm to Caaterkary. An* H mean. nock to to 
thin city of n imt net domoemry. 

Into ha* tto ptonare to nio*in* ot tto Unto FenUral 
wto Oto (otto to* tor* Iren o!i orer tto world. I nto 
,to Mr Ototrach. that (not ortito Iron tto Boetot 
too. tto Mtor ni(to. whan I kn*w town lino w. whoa 
roo to tto Ion* to tto Swrirt Republic* An* wt It 
irriro rertoinlr nito* recall tint C reckon lorehiarreon. 
to to re an mtor*. tto monk of thin ent ry DeoMk.. 


tor more* hr tto mooit rf nr proto* l» 
fflwic of tto Nr(to people Too ni(ht 
I to wot a frioo* ol Horry T Barter Uw .lintlnptrunto* 
pro irewwt. that tto Now Worl* Brnphoa? ore. la 
firet nn I mat “Bale law. win chariot", tto* Dto 


too oI tto Nrwm protor that to toar* to Antrim aa* 
,ck a>a*r tore Itol nontalrc lor tor tore* Ion* ia Cm 


to It to a (not i ll rei n lor no I 
I FVclivol I aim tore Mar* moor nf tto Cnock aa* 
voh <koft—. ninato* tkmr toaotilnl nunr no* tore 
tin in c ■ of .hot folk nrek coo nooo la tto 

are of w. torture re I toard thin man* I coaid 

ck tton. rere Hard*. Smetana. ttomt* orea from 
nart — a cloar care of tto folk tola* tto core 
n (real art. Aa* I re to* If. re too kaow at home, rnd- 
that I an a folk *in*o>. rereretiolly a folk aiaare of 


> aa* tto folk i 


trial I 





of 

tto 


elotofc pn.pt. ret* I* (toot t 
ton* of reoporotioo. not for war hot for pmre. I 
opportunity to kail* eocretruetirely a rew toad of 
aad toy tto Credtoolorak poopl*. an qaita aai 
unckreU&d u* in America, oar hyrttria. tto way wo 
drown akin* into tto preparation, for wor hr * free 
oar (ready mao who. to tto word* of Wallace and I* 
wood* of Roorenlt. wool* marine* tto wtoto Atrefi 
pntpk (Or ttotr relftnh rad* 

For myrelf. yoo know that I ho** hore a port rf tto 
Walloc* rtrewrt* I am .tout to retar* to (tto ny In* 
p-rri— of wkot | tore oooo on* loH bi Earn** nn* to 
rotor tore, at a Motor toot. I think, tto atrnmrle tor 
prem la tto world. 

fat Great Britain a nary important thin* happened I 

- dt I f ‘ - 


t. Am.rira nad wre other da* - Etalar won totod! 1 Owl that tl 

S? . , . propi* will tindrratand tto maaain* of thU Tto 

IT t7ii, r:Wr Grerenmto tod PrtcttaMl, told to Brttkh G. 


to ntan* hack while toy want oa nod took Mr Eialrr 
Bat to Brltlnh people npokr red Einlar to fire. So I I 
to Brtttoh people will alerey. rewwmhrr that to po 
to tat thair hand*, aa H was la Ikto rare, aad tot ttoy 


own peapla'r real 

re. So tore I tore---- 

I tore eon* to to yowth outride of to Pratiml op 
trortr*. and am (Ola* to Cin* to trad, aniemnu at 
oy *f to factortoa and tettin* an appnrtantty to ton* 
all to Creek people H poorer, re you atoo know at 
are, | find my art Mdtriribk from to itranrto for 
More of to No*re poopl* aad *f atom, and re I hare 
ret re*ply Impreared hr to Cmamamn Party C .atrere 
(tick it r '** ton at to cam* time. Tto laadara of 
« natio (nine from oil over Creche, 

ire I'Crei rll how ttoy are toildln* a i 
wy are rmhapin* to oou mim y. Aad thl 
ill ,*—p || nyn| rnlifMminf 
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PAUL RORKSON 

< continued from p**e 1) 

n thr pence — that is the tval ;#•«*. TV Arm-man 
fhfrff ran »ort of Uk* a lesson from whnt happened 

I want to say that 1 have received all sort# *>f me#- 
aye* from all sorts of people that I am to bnn* hark 
>ou a# a repreeantativ* of the progressive forea# of 
mrrica. as a m present#live of the force* of Wallace 
re..l the I’rogressive Party, as on* who rtnunr.es with 
.he Ford worker* who are now tryiiHT to stop the speed 
up. a# one who come# from the Nagvo share-cropper# in 
rank ami file of the Nffio people and a# one who is 
ing back h'ene to testify in the defence of the twelve 
Commumst Wader* who are oa trial for their de¬ 
motion to the American working-class. t 

Aa 1 am here in thi- city of the Carchoak»vnk pewpfe. 
experience once more human dignity at its hi*hert. 
know once more what it means to walk the earth in 
Mnplete freedom. with my shoulders back, no fear that 
nythin* mn happen, only a friendly face, a friendly hand. 

r nd I speak a* one who loves my country very deeply, 
-ho want# to see that country really and truly democratic, 
know what roes on at home I say to those who attempt 
o lead u# in the wrong direction that aa an American 
have constitutional rirhts — we progressive. h » v * «• 
•onrtitutiimal rirhts — te choose our friends, nnd I tell 
hose who would lead us down the wronr road that I as 
in American refuse to be any part of a system, of a kind 
if policy' that would restore a fasrist Gorman y, s f nscis t 
restem Germany, the people who so oppressed this moot 



I belong to that part of America that writ! be friends 
Ith Czechoslovakia, that will he friends with the new 
■Meraries. that will rtruggk for peace and co operation 
th the Republic of the Soviet Union That is my posi- 
re-Jn. and I come bark to America to stand by that position 
and to firht for peace and for the liberation of the Negro 
prod* and for a drrent Ilf* for th* workln* mare*, of 
America, and w*. If -* unckretand three thin*.. can 
build a world where all of re can walk in freedom, equality 
and human dimity. 

A GENEROUS GlIT 

Paul Rabreaa. who UK at rerec.l popular crewertn 
duruic to rereol vleit I* Pr**re. hre daaaud to retire 
procred* I. th. International I nto of Stndont. 

Tto manor will be uned lo cn.M. ,~T 

lontal coantrtre to nortkipat* la tto facttoamln* l*k 
World Stadealn I.arena aad tto lalcraaltoal Tooth 
Fret teal okkb will uke place i* BodaPret I hi. i 
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